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Sudra (labourer); at the age of five years in that birth
he would receive the Krishna-mantra and die ten years
later at fifteen. He would then be reborn as the Son
of Brahma and get initiation from Sankara Himself.

Sankara explains that this promise of the Lord has
now been fulfilled, and He ends His first instruction
with the interesting statement: 4< Sri Krishna formerly
gave Me the post of destroyer ; but I handed that over
to Rudra, and am now engaged in asceticism in
worshipping Hari " (I : 14 : 13).

Second Night: Sankara now imparts to Narada the
(t highest dharma", which is the Pancharatra itself,
identical with jnana and Parabrahm, God. After all this
is done, in later years Narada passes this on to Vyasa, the
compiler of the Epics, Puranas, Vedas, and urges him to
add the glorious scripture of devotion, the Bhagavatam^
to crown his labours. Vyasa passes on the doctrine
to Suka, who is the narrator of the Bhagavafam itself.

Sankara explains how the * first knowledge' is that
all are one in God and that the world we see is really
* unreal \ that is non-eternal. The ( second knowledge *,
He explains, is that the highest wisdom is devotion to
Krishna, the Supreme Lord and One God. In terms
recalling those of several Puranas, He narrates the
creation of the world, the universe, of Jambudwipa. H&
explains that India, the Runyabhumi (land of merit)^
is the most excellent for those who seek God; He
describes the six other dwipas^ or inner planes, whereof
Plaks'adwipa is, He says, a middle-world where men